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Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

In accordance with MPEP 609 and 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicant brings 
the references listed on the attached PTO-1449-Form to the Examiner's attention and request 
that they be considered and made of record in this application. Copies of the non-U. S. 
patents are attached. 

Japanese Laid Open Publication No 2-4376 appears to disclose an air conditioner with 
a flexible pipe. 

Japanese Laid Open Publication No. 2-43017 appears to disclose a pipe for air 
conditioner. This invention discloses a flexible pipe located where four-way valve and heat 
exchanging unit connect perpendicularly. 

Japanese Laid Open Publication No. 4-31501 appears to disclose a freezer cycle pipe 
connection having flexible reinforcement material. 
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Prompt examination on the merits is respectfully requested. 
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